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POR SECRETARY PROM SERI, YE THROUGH SCHAUPELE 
THE PROBLEM 

IVORY COAST PRESIDENT HOUPHOUET-BOIGNY HAD HIS PERMANENT 
REPRESENTATIVE AT UN, AMBASSADOR AKE, PASS MESSAGE TO YOU 
THROUGH GOVERNOR SCRANTON EXPRESSING HIS PERSONAL REGRET 
THAT PREVIOUS ENGAGEMENTS IN EUROPE PREVENTED HIS BEING 
IN IVORY COAST DURING YOUR VISIT TO APRICA. PRESIDENT 
HOUPHOUET EXPRESSED HIS GREAT RESPECT POR OUR AMBASSADOR 
IN ABIDJAN, ROBERT S. SMITH, AND HIS HOPE THAT AMBASSADOR 
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YOU TO KNOW PERSONALLY THAT HE HOPED THAT THERE WAS NO 
LINKAGE BETWEEN HIS ABSENCE FROM AFRICA DURING YOUR TRIP 
AND THE RECALL OF AMBASSADOR SMITH. 

GOVERNOR SCRANTON HAS REQUESTED YOUR GUIDANCE IN RELAYING 
A RESPONSE TO PRESIDENT THROUGH AMBASSADOR AKE. 

BACKGROUND 

WHEN IT WAS LEARNED THAT PRESIDENT HOUPHOUET-BOIGNY WOULD 
BE IN EUROPE FROM MID- APRIL TO MID-MAY, YOU DECIDED TO 
DELETE IVORY COAST FROM THE ITINERARY OF YOUR AFRICA 
TRIP. AT ABOUT THE SAME TIME, BUT IN NO WAY CONNECTED 
WITH THIS DECISION, AMBASSADOR SMITH WAS INFORMED THAT HE 
WOULD BE RE-ASSIGNED AT THE CONCLUSION OF A NORMAL TOUR 
OF DUTY IN ABIDJAN (HE PRESENTED HIS CREDENTIALS 
APRIL 12, 1974). WE EXPECT AMBASSADOR SMITH TO DEPART 
FROM ABIDJAN IN MID-MAY. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

M/DG, 10 AND AF RECOMMEND THAT YOU AUTHORIZE GOVERNOR 
SCRANTON TO DELIVER FOLLOWING MESSAGE TO AMBASSADOR AKE 
FOR PRESIDENT HOUPHOUET: 

QUOTE: DEAR MR. PRESIDENT: I TOO VERY MUCH REGRET THAT 
YOUR PREVIOUS ENGAGEMENTS IN EUROPE MADE IT IMPOSSIBLE 
FOR ME TO MEET WITH YOU IN THE COURSE OF MY PRESENT 
VISIT TO AFRICA. I WISH TO ASSURE YOU THAT I UNDERSTAND 
PERFECTLY THE REASONS WHICH PREVENTED OUR MEETING IN 
ABIDJAN. I VERY MUCH HOPE THAT WE WILL FIND IT POSSIBLE 
TO MEET ON SOME FUTURE OCCASION. THANK YOU FOR YOUR 
EXPRESSION OF CONFIDENCE IN AMBASSADOR SMITH. HIS 
RE-ASSIGNMENT IS A ROUTINE ADMINISTRATIVE MATTER AND HAS 
ABSOLUTELY NO OTHER SIGNIFICANCE, I CAN ASSURE YOU. I 
VALUE THE BONDS OF FRIENDSHIP WHICH SO HAPPILY EXIST 
BETWEEN IVORY COAST AND THE UNITED STATES AND I AM 
CONFIDENT THAT THEY WILL REMAIN UNDISTURBED IN THE YEARS 
AHEAD. PLEASE ACCEPT MY WARMEST PERSONAL REGARDS. 

UNQUOTE. 
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